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who struggle to access not just the basics of
life, but to have all of what they need?
Dear friends,
Throughout the gospels, Jesus showed a clear
care and concern for people who struggled to
A belated happy new year to you all! This
year, for the first time in a while, I decided to access what they needed. This call to love our
neighbour as ourselves reverberates through
make two resolutions for the new year. The
the call of the prophets in the Hebrew
first was to exercise more, which has been a
scriptures for people to act with care for
fun challenge, so far, and the second was to
have a good clear out of my stuff. It’s amazing others, especially people who are poor or who
struggle in life. I wonder what our response
what we accumulate over the years, and I
might be when we think about what we have
think that there’s a lot to be said to consider
and how we use all we have for good?
what Jesus says about travelling light. So, as
the nights start to slowly draw out, and as the How do we gently set down what we no longer
really need and be satisfied with having
weather sometimes makes going for a walk
enough? What is the environmental impact of
less attractive, the time has come to spring
what we buy and how we throw away what we
clean and sort my stuff out!
no longer want or need? How do we walk
I have found it surprisingly difficult at times
alongside people who are facing an uncertain
to put into practice. As I have started the
future as price rises bite into their resources?
process of examining what I have I find
I don’t know if I have an answer to these
myself thinking about the sentimental
questions that feels satisfactory. Perhaps part
attachment I have to some of it, and the
of our journey of faith is to wrestle with these
memories that pop up when I think about
when and where I got a particular item. It can questions in ways that are respectful and
be hard to travel light when what we have can helpful for the communities of which we are a
part, and that reflect our participation in the
stop us in our resolve to live more simply.
A side-effect of considering what I do has been world around us.
With Lent just around the corner, and as we
in thinking about how much I do have,
give thanks for the work that we as a church
compared with many people around the
already do with our communities, maybe we
world. My collection of books, DVDs and
have an opportunity to consider our way of life
mugs frivolous when there are so many
and our relationship with what we have. To
people who live in temporary
consider what we put to a new purpose, what
accommodation, and children whose whole
we might set aside, and how we love our
life experience has been of life in a refugee
neighbour with all that we are and have.
camp. How do we live in a world of such
contrasts with integrity and hopefulness? How In Christ,
can we act and stand in solidarity with people
Revd Roz Page

It looks as though the main scare
What did you get for Christmas?
of the Omicron virus is coming to Santa must have been reading the
a close as everything is looking
Herald ‘cause he gave me a new
toward a voluntary code of
book it contains 273000
practice. As an old gimmer I’m
“headwords”, 171000+ in
going to stick with the safe and
everyday use. It has 30 volumes!
approved method, mask and keep He must have been looking at my
testing and generally use that
spelling and grammar!
under rated asset;
common sense.
<<<<<>>>>>
Please Stay Safe, I
need the readers
and contributors.
<<<<<>>>>
Breakfasts are now being served
and this month we revert to the
FIRST Saturday 5th February.

Just a gentle reminder: Winter’s
not over yet!
>>>>>>>
On the other hand won’t be long
before we can get out and about
without the fur coat

DO COME AND JOIN US.
Come and have a chat over a
coffee.

Do Stay Safe Folks.

