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Dear friends,
As I write this letter, I can hear the sounds of
summer around me. I have always thought
that the summer has its own heartbeat. As I
open my windows more and spend time in the
garden, I can hear my neighbours, listen to
the birds as they soar overhead and smell at
least three barbeques. Love it or hate it, the
summer has its own feel. With the lighter
evenings, the world feels that bit lighter and
it’s easy to hear people making time to enjoy
time. This summer, the first without any
restrictions, since 2019, is in full swing and,
for many people, has been full of celebration.
Celebration is such a part of life. We find ways
to mark significant events in our lives, the
lives of others and the groups to which we
belong. Birthdays, anniversaries, chapel
anniversaries, all of them help to shape the
world that we live in. After two years of
missed celebrations, perhaps I appreciate
them now even more than I did before.

probably had both a big party, with many
people there to celebrate, plus a lot of wine
being drank. John’s gospel mentions that the
six stone jars that Jesus uses held twenty or
thirty gallons- that’s a big party!
In difficult times it can be hard to see what
there is to celebrate. With so many questions
about what happens next as an international
community, country and as churches, can we
find time to celebrate? Perhaps, like the
gospels, those notes of celebration are there
for us if we look for them. Celebration is a gift
to us, one that can bring us together, lighten
the atmosphere and remind us of so much that
is good in our world.
As we continue into the summer, the big
questions won’t go away, but perhaps they
can be leavened with opportunities to give
thanks, to have fun and to work together in
remembering that there is goodness, and joy,
for us to share in the Church and in our
communities.

I think that it is easy to miss celebratory notes In Christ,
in the gospels, but they are there. Times of
Revd Roz Page
community gathering and in gathering,
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celebrating high days and holidays,
successful harvests, births, and weddings.
Food for Thought
The wedding at Cana, as we can read in John
Poster outside a church:
2, is often remembered for the miracle of
Jesus turning water into wine. That’s not
WANTED: Workers for God.
something to be sniffed at! In remembering
Plenty of overtime
that action, we can miss the celebration
behind it. If the wine has run out, they

David Harris: One of the Top Ten Sermons in
2022

With our knowledge of safeguarding procedures,
and reports of attacks in public spaces, would we
really say to a solo walker, ‘It’s OK; nothing to
David Harris used to be our lay pastor at
Parkwood and we congratulate him on gaining worry about here; if you see a stranger following
you in the street or in the park, just welcome them
a top ten slot for sermons once again this year
in the ‘Preacher of the Year Awards’. David has and show them some hospitality?’ Certainly, I
given us permission to publish his entry in our wouldn’t say that to my daughter.
‘Strangers’ CAN present danger, and in the
Herald,
bible, strangers or foreigners were not always
Strangers!
seen as benign - and waiting or wanting to be
welcomed.
There can be something very romantic about
meeting a stranger.
In encouraging the welcoming of strangers, Old
Testament leaders added some qualifications;
‘Strangers in the night’ sang Frank Sinatra,
‘exchanging glances....;’ or from the musical,
- Moses was not universal in his call to
South Pacific, ‘Some enchanted evening, you may
generosity. ‘You shall not charge interest to
see a stranger... across a crowded room.’
your brother....To a foreigner you may
The reality of encountering a stranger, however,
charge interest.’ Deuteronomy 23, 19-20
is not always so heart warming.
NKJV
Strangers, or foreigners, are key players in the
- Or Solomon, when building a temple to the
bible narrative. In the Old Testament, people
Lord, took a census of all the foreigners
often had to be reminded that strangers are
residing in Israel ‘and there were found to
deserving of respect and fair treatment. For
be 153,600. And he made 70,000 of them
example, Moses tells the Israelites, ‘You shall
bearers of burdens, 80,000 stonecutters in
neither mistreat a stranger or oppress him.’
the mountain, and 3,600 overseers to make
Exodus 22, 21; NKJV
the people work.’ 2 Chronicles 2, 17In the New Testament, there are also direct
18.NKJV
references to the concept of strangers;
-

-

Jesus suggests that the inheritors to the
Kingdom of God will be those who saw that
‘I was a stranger and you took me in.’
Matthew Chapter, 35. NKJV
The writer of the letter to the Hebrews
urges a Christian community, ‘Do not
forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing
some have unwittingly entertained angels.’
Hebrews Chapter 13 verse 2. NKJV

So, that’s it then! We are to welcome strangers,
and treat them right!
But, let’s just step back a minute. There are tough
questions here about how we are to welcome
strangers, whilst maintaining an environment that
is safe for both the stranger and the host
community or individual. It can be an
uncomfortable dichotomy.
When I was growing up, my parents would say,
‘Don’t talk to strangers,’ and later I found myself
repeating the same mantra to my own children.
Were they and I wrong, or were we being
responsible by suggesting that not all strangers
have our best interests at heart?

In our culture, and in many other cultures
stretching back to biblical times and beyond,
there is a concept of STRANGER DANGER. We
mustn’t overstate it, or create unnecessary moral
panic, but we teach our children and young
people that not all strangers can to be seen as
benign all the time. Strangers CAN be
dangerous.
Jesus told a story often referred to as the parable
of the Good Samaritan. A man went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, ‘and fell among thieves, who
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and
departed, leaving him half dead.’ Luke 10,30.
In the story that Jesus told, presumably the
robbers were not known to the man. They were
strangers. They were dangerous. And they left
him half dead!
I have been down that road from Jerusalem to
Jericho. Admittedly, I was in an air conditioned
coach, but we saw the path that would have been
used by travellers before the modern highway
was constructed. There are many places along
the route where strangers with ill-intent could
hide in wait. Jesus’ listeners would also know this
path well. Some would have been thinking to

themselves, ‘I certainly wouldn’t risk walking
down there on my own. You just don’t know who is
laying in wait.’

seriously, ‘I was stranger and you took me in,’
even when it is risky, uncomfortable and may
have some dangers.

Jesus would have been fully aware of the
implications of the picture that he was painting.
And that’s the point! He was encouraging his
friends- and the ‘experts in the law’ whose
question prompted the telling of the parable- to
step out in faith and welcome the stranger, even
when there may be potential dangers.

‘Stranger danger’ and ‘welcoming thestranger’
are not polar opposites, and this is the wonder of
the gospel message of Jesus. It takes potentially
difficult or risky situations, and turns them into
real opportunities for Christian service. Not just
in the way of sentimental and romantic songs, but
as a real response to our sisters and brothers
It is worth remembering that the Good Samaritan who are on the outside, and whom we can
in the story was himself a stranger. Many of those welcome to come inside.
listening to Jesus would have been challenged by Being aware of STRANGER DANGER makes the
hearing that the one who stepped up to help was concept of WELCOMING THE STRANGER all the
a foreigner, from a group of people who were
more meaningful and Christ- like. It isn’t always
disliked and feared by most of the people in
easy, but it is the way of the kingdom that we
Israel at that time. Just as the man was assaulted
pray for when we say ‘Your kingdom come.’
by strangers, it was a stranger who came to his
David Harris.
aid.
Strangers may be immediately accepting of the
hospitality that they are offered; or they may be
highly sceptical and bruised by the experiences
they have had up to that point.
Some close friends of mine recently offered a
temporary home to an asylum seeker, through a
local agency. The ‘temporary’ arrangement
ended up lasting for many months, and in most
ways it was successful for all the people involved.
Ben (not his real name) is now settled in his own
accommodation, and his application to stay in the
country has been approved. But, it wasn’t always
easy or straightforward. The experiences that
Ben had been through in leaving his own country,
travelling to Britain and facing real danger and
fear, had left him suspicious and wary about
trusting the people who were now seeking to
welcome him into their home. Initially, my
friends almost gave up because Ben seemed so
hard to reach or communicate with. He kept them
at arm’s length- sometimes appearing rude and
ungrateful, testing their motivations for wanting
to help him. Fortunately, Ben and my friends
were able to persevere until real trust and
friendship was able to develop.
‘Welcoming the stranger’ means responsibly
taking a risk, and being prepared to go beyond
what we would normally think of as safe and cosy
relationships. And yet, this is precisely what the
Old Testament leaders were encouraging the
Israelites to do; and also what Jesus was
encouraging us to do when we see the stranger
in need.
The Kingdom that Jesus was referring to, and that
we are called to inherit, is one that takes

<<<<<>>>>>

Do come and join us.

Saturday 2nd July
9.30 to 11.30am.

Tell your friends, better
still bring your friends.

Memorabilia Time 2011
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There are other occasional publications
available electronically applicable to
the workings of our church and circuit.
I propose to start to send these along
with the Herald as and when available.
If of no interest I ask that you just
delete them. Should you not wish to
receive them please let me know. (ed!)
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July planned Services.
10.45am unless stated
3rd July Messy Church and All Age Worship
10th July Service led by Mr John Oldham
17th July Communion Service
led by Rev Ros Page
24th July No Service @ Parkwood @ St. Mark’s
Centre---United Service at Marsden Methodist
Church 10.30am
31st July Readers Service Own Arrangement
<<<<<>>>>>
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