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The other, occupied by Nancy
Gaukrodger, who acted as caretaker, was
You couldn’t make this up!
used as a vestry for mid-week meetings.
I’d like to share a story with you.
The sixteen benches were arranged as
It’s the story of someone called William Shaw and
pews and five people were able to sit on
a group of people he gathered around him
each bench.
He lived in the West Riding in the middle part of
A Bible and hymn books were obtained
the nineteenth century.
but the singing must have been
This was the time when the Industrial Revolution
unaccompanied as there is no mention of
was really getting into its stride and it started to
a musical instrument being purchased’
change everything – including religion and
Of course, you know where I’m going with
church life.
Victoria was on the throne and quite a large part this story.
of the world map was covered in pink to show the This house group was called ‘The Church at
Snow Lea’ and this is the earliest known
British Empire.
William Shaw was a devout Christian and he saw record we have of the start of Parkwood
what was going on. He was deeply unhappy with Methodist Church -which met on Lamb Hall
Road in William Shaw’s cottage at Snow Lea.
his local Parish Church and how lazy it had
become.
From the very beginning the members of
He had been talking to some of his friends, who
‘The Church at Snow Lea’ proved
had started to meet in their own homes, under
themselves to be independent and stubborn.
the inspiration of John Wesley’s preaching.
They decided NOT to join the Longwood
William saw how life was changing, so he
Wesleyan Methodists, and in 1862 they
decided that he would invite his friends and
family to join a Christian house group in his own decided to meet at the Longwood Mechanics
Institute and call themselves the ‘United
home, just like Wesley had encouraged people
Methodist Free Church’ – and this is the
to do so.
name carved into the stone at the front of our
This how one historical record describes how
old church building.
William Shaw’s new house group met:
And Parkwooders have certainly lived up to
‘There were two rooms in the cottage that
our reputation as being independent and
were used by the worshippers.
stubborn when a couple of years ago our
One room had whitewashed walls and
circuit looked on in bemusement, or in some
was large enough to hold sixteen
cases – shock, when we decided we wanted
benches. This was warmed by a coal
to close our old church building, yet stay
stove and lit by candles and naphtha
together in our own church community\,
lamps.

rather than be cast to the four winds as so
often happens when a church closes.
So, we have William Shaw and this early
group who was called ‘The Church at Snow
Lea’ to thank for being the original founders
of what became known as Parkwood
Methodist Church.
• These are the roots of our church
• These are the independent and
stubborn people who formed ‘The
Church at Snow Lea.’

Here are some words from St John’s Gospel,
Chapter 16, that the Snow Lea group would
have likely listened to as Jesus tries to
prepare his frightened disciples for the time
of his passion, and when he won’t be with
them anymore:
‘I still have many things to share with you,
but you cannot bear them now.’
It’s just as though Jesus is desperately trying
to share with his disciples that:
‘You’re just not going to believe
what’s going to happen.’
‘You couldn’t even make it up.’
BUT …and this is the BIG BUT, Jesus
promised them they would not be alone –
there would be the gift of the Spirit which we
soaked up in the words of our first hymn: ‘Be
still in the presence of the Lord’.
‘I still have many things to share with
you, but you cannot bear them now.’
It’s highly likely that those members of ‘The
Church at Snow Lea’ hadn’t a clue what was
going to happen to them - just like those first
disciples – and just like us on our journey.
And here we are, meeting today, as ‘The
Church at the Community Centre’, as it
were, starting all over again, just like ‘the
‘Church at Snow Lea’ and not knowing
what’s going to happen to us.

It’s just as though we’ve come full circle
– and we couldn’t have made that up.
The colleague of Roz called Rachel
McCallam, who is going to join or leadership
team meeting on 21st June puts it another
way.

Rachel said that having left our old church
building we have given ourselves a clean
slate – and it’s going to be up to us as to
what we’re going to write on that slate – it’s
up to us what we are going to do with the
community of our church in the future.
Maybe we’re just like those first disciples
who were also given a clean slate by Jesus
with their lives.
Just look at the journey we’ve been on –
many others still haven’t made sense of what
we did when:
• we were prepared to leave our old
church
• to stay together as a community
• And we’re STILL here despite all the
odds.
‘You couldn’t even make it up.’
I’ve never forgotten a conversation I had with
Dick Thornton who was the church treasurer
when Elaine and myself first came to Parkwood in
the early 70’s.
Dick was the church treasurer just after the
Second World war – at the time of the devastating
losses that it brought.
He told me that church funds were so tight he was
playing our creditors off with each other –
quarterage – gas – electricity.
I remember him saying:
‘Why we didn’t fold John I’ve no idea – we
could have gone down like that – maybe
there was something worth fighting for.’

•

•

•

Why that motley group of Jews who got
together with Jesus just before that first
Easter didn’t fold - I’ve no idea.
Why that ‘Church at Snow Lea’ who took
the risk of leaving the Church of England
didn’t fold - I’ve no idea.
Why did the Parkwooders who took the
risk of sticking together after leaving their
old church behind them- I’ve no idea.

‘You couldn’t even make it up.’
And, you know, I’ve still no idea whether we are
going to fold or not.
Maybe, just as Dick Thornton said to me – there’s
still something still worth fighting for – with no
guarantees at the end … but let’s keep fighting
as we have done so far on our journey.
‘I still have many things to share with
you, but you cannot bear them now.’

Showing Gas Lights

John
A few photo’s from the archive to show
progress of
Parkwood Methodist Free Church
The beautiful Choir Stalls & Pulpit

Original Chapel before Extension

The Institute & Garden of Rest

Circa 1910

As it was put to Rest!

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
5th Adrian Crossley
20th Elaine Oldham
25th Renee Wyatt

<<<<<<>>>>>
I did suggest that I might invade your
privacy with a Newsflash Herald. Well
here it is.
Just like lockdown June 21st may be
cancelled, so beware.
This is a reminisce of Parkwood
through the years.
There was/is much more: A billiard
Club, a Tennis Club, Pleasant
Wednesday Afternoon, (PWA), Drama
Group, Lunches, Breakfasts, Toddler
Group, Youth Club, Craft Fair, Spring
Fair, the list goes on and there is no
reason what-so-ever that it can’t carry
on growing.
Watch this space for news of exciting
times ahead.
What we have lost is a magnificent
Victorian building that had outlived its
purpose. What we have now is a group
of people with a vision to keep our
church together. In many ways very
similar to the group of people that
formed Parkwood in the early days.
There is more to follow so watch this
space.
<<<<<>>>>>

You may have noticed that there has
been no June Herald, no you didn’t
miss it: You’ve got Newsflash instead.

I promise I will try harder to
intrude on your relaxed lifestyle.

Now just to finish off this edition a
few photos of people and things
past.

